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Overview

The Read Hebrew Primer teaches all the letters, vowels and reading skills in the same order and style as the three-book
Read Hebrew Curriculum. The first part of the Primer introduces many of the letters, all of the vowels and reading

skills (pages 6-57). In the latter part of the Primer, the pace picks up as students learn the remaining letters and
reinforce the reading skills they have learned (pages 58-86). Early on, students begin to read real Hebrew words.

This Primer is recommended for third grade and up, late-start students and adult learners.

Features of The Read Hebrew Primer
Each new letter, vowel and reading skill is introduced with a focused, two-page lesson. Letters, vowels
and skills learned are then reinforced throughout the remainder of the book. Features include the following:

e New Letter Introduction: Letters are introduced with The Aleph Bet Story picture and letter description,
followed by lines of reading practice. The last line on the new letter page allows for writing the new
letter in order to practice its shape.

e New Vowel Introduction: Vowel pages are introduced with the google head icon. Each vowel has its
own two-page lesson. Notice that the featured vowel is seen in the open drawer in a file cabinet icon.

* Page Headings announce reading skills to be worked on.

* Beats and Baskets are introduced on page 22 and can be applied to any subsequent page of Hebrew
reading. The ‘Beats and Baskets’ technique offers students a hands-on approach for building reading fluency.
As students put loops under syllables, they are also counting beats which enables teachers to monitor
for reading accuracy and fluency. This skill is particularly helpful for reading longer, more complex words.
Helpful Hint: Calling out the number of beats in a word will help students read longer words.

* Hebrew Vocabulary is intfroduced using ‘picture words’. Each word is represented by a simple black and white
picture. It is very important for the teacher to model correct pronunciation of each Hebrew word. The instructions
ask the teacher to say the picture words out loud first followed by the student who then repeats the word.

* |cons seen on page five are used as visual cues to help explain the activity or objective of the page. The bubble
icon (I Can Speak Hebrew!) indicates lines of conversational Hebrew that should be said out loud as part of the
lesson. Most conversational sentences and phrases appear in the second half of the workbook.

Structuring a Lesson for Reading Reinforcement and Mastery

Include these steps in each lesson:

1. Always start with The Aleph Bet Story to teach the new letter. Use the storybook language and questions
to discuss the letter’s features. This will help students with retention and with similar looking letters. For these
reasons, The Aleph Bet Story is effective with students of all ages. The online audio version
includes sound effects and the Aleph Bet Rock song. Each letter has its own track.

2. Plan to review one or two lessons to ensure refention and build mastery before introducing a new letter,
vowel or reading skill. The goals are fluency, accuracy, and “to read each line until it is perfect”.

3. Once students know some of the vowels and letters, start a lesson with a letter or vowel drill, or page of reading
practice, as a warm-up exercise. Find letter and vowel drills and additional reading practice in the Read Hebrew
Books One, Two and Three. Find letter and vowel drills on pages 39, 70, and 71 of the Primer. Find blank exercise
templates online in Activities. Activities available with a subscription.

4. Use the Block Print or Script Writing Supplements along with this workbook for additional writing practice.

Online Support for The Read Hebrew Primer

* Teacher training for The Read Hebrew Primer is available online at our website, www.sarahdavid.com. There is
a Video Workshop for The Aleph Bet Story and a Video Workshop for the Sarah, David and You Read Hebrew
books that explain techniques and skills taught in The Read Hebrew Primer.

e Ask students to use the free online Audio Support to help with reading practice at home.
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Hi Everyone!
Welcome to The Sarah and David Read Hebrew Primer. This workbook teaches you how to read Hebrew!
There are picture cues throughout the workbook to show you what to do. Here’s an explanation.

The picture cues that you will see are:

Reading Practice

This picture indicates that you are going to read lines of Hebrew.

Activity

This picture tells you to pick up your pencil to do a reading activity.

Picture Words
The camera means that pictures accompany the Hebrew vocabulary.
The pictures tell you what the words mean.

Letter Practice and Vowel Practice

You’ll notice that we review the letters and vowels a lot throughout this book. There are
two activities you’ll see, letter charts and vowel drills. We repeat these activities to help
you learn the letters and vowels very well. Did you know that the key to learning the
letters and vowels, and to reading well, is lots and lots of practice?

| Can Speak Hebrew!
This icon indicates phrases or sentences of conversational Hebrew. Quotation marks
serve the same purpose. First read the lines, then talk to your friends in Hebrew!

You’ll also see two other forms of speaking icons, one with David and one with Sarah.
When David appears, it means the sentence is written in masculine form. When Sarah
appears, the sentence is written in feminine form.

This workbook moves ahead at a steady pace. Generally, new letters, vowels or reading skills are taught as a
two-page lesson. Here’s a trick to help you work through this book. When you learn a new letter or vowel,
read the page three times in a row. The goal is to read all of the lines smoothly and easily until they roll off
your tongue. When that happens, you're ready for the next letter! Have fun! Enjoy! And Good Luck!

Your Friend,

L.iLg
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/\/—/—\_——
SHIN © 5 O 9 o

O © ® O
What makes shin special® o o ©
O )
Shape: Shin sits on the Ii.ne orjd has three D o o @) O o
arms up in the air. Shin has a dot \
on Tlhg righ’r. That dot puts the O o o © 4
sh” in shin. O «%»

Sound: Ben SHivers in the SHnow.
Shin “sh” sound.

Read storybook page 21.

Start reading from right to left.
<

Vowels are symbols that always come below, beside or above the letters.

Both of these vowels come below the letter and make the “ah” sound.

¥ combined with _ (ah) or _ (ah) is read as “sha” (¥*) or “sha” (g/‘).

©
I

B )

patach  kamatz

Yy Y :

Y Y Y Y v ;
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Reading Practice
Instructions: Read each line out loud until it is perfect.

Y Y Y Y Y v :

= T

vY Wy v Y Y Y Y -
Y Y oYY Y oYY wr v -

y v oy

Practice the shape of shin.

vy

T -

Picture Words /
Instructions: Teacher, say each picture word out loud. Ask students to repeat. ‘

Student, write the ¥ on the line for these ¥ picture words.

3 2 N




BET

What makes bet special?

Shape: Bet sits on the line. It has a little tail
extending from the bottom right corner
and is open on the left side. Bet has
a belly button!

Sound: That belly button gives bet
the “b” sound. Bet “b” sound.

Read storybook page 2.

Reading Practice
Instructions: Read each line out loud until it is perfect.

33 23 23 22 3 2

T —

¥ PP 23 w3 2

/\//—\_——

T

2

g

T

w3 33 Y 2w wp oW

22 W Y3 23

g

T

ol

vYs 3w vl vy v

Practice the shape of bet.

-l

w

IN

O



VET

What makes vet special?

Shape: Vet also sits on the line. It has a little
tail extending from the bottom right
corner and is open on the left side.

Sound: Vet “v” sound.

Read storybook page 2.

Reading Practice
Instructions: Read each line out loud until it is perfect.

3 2 33 32 ®3 3 3

33 33 33 3¢ ®3 W -
32 23 23 w3 w3 2 -

Picture Words
Instructions: Teacher, say each picture word out loud. Ask students to repeat.

Student, on the line write the letter you hear, D ord , for each picture word.
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TAV

What makes tav special?

Shape: Tav has two legs that connect to its top.
Tav sits on the line, and tav has toes!

Sound: Tav’s toes twinkle with toe polish.
Tav “t” sound.

Read storybook page 22.

éééééﬁéé%%é

LA

Reading Practice
Instructions: Read each line out loud until it is perfect.

nlulala e iy

D

n T
¥30 N3 W3 3an D
naY 20 DR 3P wn
NIy 0¥ 0¥ NP Ao
Y30 MY PR NY N3

Practice the shape of tav.

w

~

O



Activity gj

Instructions: Circle the words that rhyme in each line.

®n DD w2 3 vY

N

Y¥ MY NY 22 N3
naYy nay ©n N3 vl s

~

w1 w2 w¥ N2 wn

O

N Y 33 a;n 2w

Picture Words /

Instructions: Teacher, say each picture word out loud. Ask students to repeat.
Student, write [T on the line for these [0 picture words.

.3 .2 N
. a
L N/
& It RB) ) >
NEh (-

»] A7
|




° ° o e
This vowel is
— called cholam.

“oh” sound

The “oh” vowel sound can be made two ways.

“oh” with the vav 1: 1w 1n 1n 1: |
“oh” without the vav : n : w n 2

W M2 23 W 13 N -
¥ N2 an ¥ 2 n o

Reading Practice
Instructions: Read each line out loud until it is perfect.

22 20 3 an 32 Nn -
2 Wi 1292 NN
naY N3 N2 s N
NN N2 WY ®in N



Reading Practice
Instructions: Read each line out loud until it is perfect.

nan N3 Wi win nis

N

w3 wn WY nn oY N3
Activity %}
Instructions: Write these sounds in English.

12 230 an e

D 2 v

T T

1 ! o
—— an M2 s
\Z ) 2 -
'f N mh | VA
na 2/




LAMED

What makes lamed special?

Shape: Lamed is long like lightning
and lands on the line.

Sound: Lamed is like lightning.
Lamed “I” sound.

Read storybook page 12.

Reading Practice
Instructions: Read each line out loud until it is perfect.

muyr By
Sin B i b b

2% 25 wh b3 B tw s
a%¢ e 92 vn iah -
nYh nowh o B 215

Practice the shape of lamed.

,




Activity

Instructions: Practice reading the “oh” sound. Then, write the other form of each sound on the line below.
2N 2 ¥ %N ow v
U,
Activity
Instructions: Read each line out loud. Cross out the word on each line that sounds different from the rest.
215 nib 2% 2% -
93 B3 2% 52 -
T T = T
nIY NY naw -
5192 553 Sha .

Picture Words /
Instructions: Teacher, say each picture word out loud. Ask students to repeat. — /

Student, write ‘7 on the line for each of these 7 picture words.

PR
< N

il =gk Y
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S N Vowel S

Y
, 006 This vowel is
o " called cheereek.

" n

ee” sound

The “ee” vowel sound can be made two ways.

“ee” without a yud ; n b : w

—

"ee” with a yud 4 : 4 n 9 5 9 : 9 w

2
Yud and “ee” together make an “ee bean”!

3 0 05,03 0

Eﬁﬁi:&?ﬁ:ﬁ each line out loud. Circle all the “ee beans” you can find, then count them.
so 2% n3 5o 5 oeah
T % i MY o3in on
93w o oAb S .
nY SPH Y 3 wo



<«
Activity
Instructions: The word or sound in each box matches the word or sound in one cloud.
Write the number of the matching cloud on the line inside each box.

W3 || ¥ |y

: = . /\
Picture Words @

Instructions: Teacher, say each picture word out loud. Ask students to repeat.
Student, circle the letter with the “ee” vowel in these picture words.

)

1§ NN ainl>
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-— T
MEM

What makes mem special?

Shape: Mem sits on the line and is always
open on the bottom. Poor Molly
is always losing her marbles.

Sound: Molly and her marbles!
Mem “m” sound.

Read storybook page 13.

Reading Practice
Instructions: Read each line out loud until it is perfect.

=R ~T < | I < R - R <R ~
WD D2 Y w3
Y2 NAY D 29 AN
San Ry wH oY oy

27wy niy on 3
N\

N

w

O



MEM SOFEET

What makes mem sofeet special?

Shape: Mem Sofeet is part of the mem family.
It comes at the end of a word, sits on
the line, and is always closed. Lucky
for Mort, he gets to keep his marbles.

Sound: Mort and his marbles!
Mem Sofeet “m” sound.

Read storybook page 13.

Reading Practice
Instructions: Read each line out loud until it is perfect.

DY D2 opn oY oY D3

DibY D D3 Dia oin
D'2 o'n D3 '3 D3 oY
o ohn bw on

DiSY NIY wny won oy

Practice the shape of mem sofeet.

—

N

w

~

O



YUD
byt
What makes yud special? ’ -
5

Shape: Yud is a little curved letter 4C>7

that floats above the line.

Sound: Yud “y” sound.

Read storybook page 10.

Reading Practice
Instructions: Read each line out loud until it is perfect.

ai- BRI N L
V=M au~ L M = = L
miLlp 2 =i B o LA =) LR L
=~ IR LU~ U =S L
mo 2 mow ?

Practice the shape of yud.
=




Activity gj

Instructions: Read each line out loud. Circle the “ee” beans. Count the number of words with £ and 3.

il mERER AR th LA R L B L
PR - 11 0 -1~ L 1= YL ) U =

words:

WD W Y i R
DioY NIy Wy o3 o3 -
Activity %:/
Instructions: Read each line out loud. Circle all the yuds with a vowel then count them.

e P2 DPD W 0D D

a vowel:

2 D Wy 0? o)

Picture Words / / /

Instructions: Teacher, say each Eicture word out loud. Ask students to repeat.
Student, write the Y on the line for the ¥ picture words.

3

2
f:i\\ | % }
A o
\«3‘9(;\ Iy
i ﬂﬁﬁ

é%

g aak 72

T



o Newddll 2

Peats and Baskets

A letter and a vowel make a beat. 'lb 9 :
S

Letters without a vowel of their own are part of a beat. D']‘? Imk
\/ \\./.

Activity
Instructions: Read the words. Count the beats (syllables). Put each beat in a basket.
A basket is a loop made under a syllable.

na o o win
- 2 2

D’?QZ mhpin) ng il d
Doy D2 oty nean
Py Py opha NI -

T -




Reading Practice
Instructions: Read the story.

On MW MY we went to the Y

=
B ——

We played in the D’@ |

It was getting late. We washed the sand off our feet

with 33 || 5, andran 1029 JE

N

Vowel Practice
Instructions: Write each vowel sound on the line below the box.

.6 5 A4 3 2 1
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HEY

What makes hey special?

Shape: Hey has two legs that sit on the line,
but the left leg is broken! It doesn’t
connect to the top of the letter.

Sound: Hey hurts. Hey “h” sound.

Read storybook page 5.

Reading Practice
Instructions: Read each line out loud until it is perfect.

e S i B e B B B B B

WIWT DWT M3 Nad
o %7 N3T A AP
T3 ADY MR oAR? 2o
oWT DMYT DT DN

Practice the shape of hey.

T .




Reading Practice
Instructions: Read each word. Underline the silent f 1.

|-l at the end of a Hebrew word is silent like a “silent &” in English.

i B o S M T ln n B B R
ari~ B i val- N~ A v

Reading Practice
Instructions: Read each word. Put each beat in a basket.

l-l at the beginning of a Hebrew word means “the”.

DT DPT D o nen
piri~n it i=Voly M e ity V2= Vop BB

Picture Words
Instructions: Teacher, say each picture word out loud. Ask students to repeat.
Student, add 17 to each picture and word and say each word out loud.

4 3 2 .

V- 4

s ==
& O Bl o




—_— )

@ @ This vowel is
called tzayreh.

o0 o0 [ X J [ X J
“ay” sound

The “ay” vowel sound can be made two ways.

“ay” without a yud D ‘7 ﬂ : : w

J—

“ay” with a yud Y D Y 5 9 n 9 : 9 : 9 w
Yud and “ay” together make an “ay bean”!

Read each line out loud. Circle all the “ay” and “ee” beans you can find, then count them!

o D@ DI DN N

)

w

Reading Practice

I = n I =1 B = = T T = B

D2 DY Y m m w o
T h oo niny oY -



Reading Practice

Instructions: Read each line out loud until it is perfect. Put each beat in a basket. Count all the “ay” sounds.

.
—_

Eal-Nal- Bl

“ay beans”

P31 % ow

.2
.y )
- i B Y A
nne o bn oohw
. Vowel Practice
= = Instructions: Write the sound in English.
)] r; v

913 Jalip

- R -

Y v




0RO This vowel is
A —4 called segol.

“eh” sound

Reading Practice
Instructions: Practice reading the “eh” sound. Read each line out loud.

2y B~ B s B

o o o7 oY oY -
L ngpw ww onb obn
Y . o

Do DIYY wRen .

QoY oY onw s

T Y oty S

Vowel Practice
Instructions: Write each vowel sound on the line below.

9 .8 7 .6 5 A4 3 2 .1




Reading Practice
Instructions: Read the story. Write in the correct name on the line.

i dlial iy
vy [olmm 2w

9‘7&) oYo -
< e
% ow

Ser 9w owd 2,0 hw o

M MY oW 27 now own e

Fill in your own name!

oY oW 7hY ownan




“EYE” Sound

Y
When% comes at the end of the word, ALWAYS read it as “eye”.

Instructions: Read the words, then circle the “eye” beans.

D D Y n3 om Oy

—

Circle the “ay beans”.

>n h MY o me 63

Circle the “ee beans”.

Sem Do s 9‘7‘7 @w :

N

Activity

Read each line out loud. Circle all the “eye” beans you can find! How many are there?

miobvAn A LIS 1oy B LR 1B
393 Wi WY | imim

w»

o

> oOm 2 Ana N3
797 W onia o Pn 2% -



A letter and a vowel make a beat.
Letters without a vowel of their own are part of a beat.

<«

Activity

Instructions: Read the words below. Count the beats. Put each beat in a basket.

aivirinii e ri AL I

1

oo Y% nnb o

Let's review “EE”, “AY” and “EYE” beans.

Activity pe—
Instructions: Read the words, then find the beans. Color all the “ee beans” in blue, all the
“ay beans” in green, and all the “eye beans” in yellow. Then count them.
# of . .
R 2 BTy -TILTS L
# of .
S TN T - B 0 - T U
[ ] [ X ] — T — — —-—
# of

e )~ Bk > rin -
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ALEPH

What makes aleph special®

Shape: Aleph is the first lefter of the
Aleph Bet. It sits on the line.
It has an arm on the right
and a leg on the left.

Sound: Aleph makes the sound of the
vowel it comes with.

Read storybook page 1.

Reading Practice
Instructions: Read each line out loud until it is perfect.

N W N N NN

= T

W N N OIN NN

N

w

N 15N ON BN NN

~

TON TNIN ODING NN

O

PDIN 3TN BN NTTODN

Practice the shape of aleph.




Reading Practice
Instructions: Read the words. Put each beat in a basket.

ND o NN 3 NiIN AN

D57 AR NN TOY 2N -

AN 2°ON D NN NIN -

2°282 2292 nNaTIN PawH

I

| Can Speak Hebrew!
Instructions: Read the sentences out loud. Underline the letter N .

SN NTTNBN NTTOZON NI N3N NI s

) &

"

=

)

>

W




— )

Chataf Vowels

= ah
— This vowel is called
chataf patach.
= ah
- o
—: [ ]
“ah” sound
This vowel makes the “ah” sound.
It makes the same sound as the patach, .
= AN
T —: -
= eh
° This vowel is called
chataf segol.
= eh o000

“eh” sound

This vowel makes the “eh” sound.
It makes the same sound as the segol, | .

DON NN
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Reading Practice

Instructions: Read the words out loud. Count the beats. Put each beat in a basket.

& N @

love

Can you see the letters N in each of the words2 We call this a root word.

N2TIN 2N

P3N D3N

3N T8

More words with Chataf Vowels.

'NiaN N
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~ NewVowel %

GI0) @ This vowel is
0 ) 0 = e - called koobootz.

[ ) . )
(] This vowel is
( .
1 called shoorook.

“00"” sound

The “00” vowel sound can be made two ways.

00" with the vav beside the letter ™ ] jb jw I I P B
miril VAR PRI - B LI PO

"00" with three dots below the lefter : D w n : 3
23 oo o

Fengi
Instructions: Let's practice reading the *

57213 Da w b oz
n2 Sn SY n33 may o
D3 oy pmbwy A
997 MmN Ny SN



Reading Practice
Instructions: Read the words out loud. Count the beats. How many beats in each line?

# of
beats

g o o ohm
950 D oz s
_any oy o n23 noh o

Activity %}
Match the sounds.

A AT l-‘b 1: 4

Y o




Activity

Instructions: Write the number of beats in each word in the box beside it. Complete the chart.

# of beats C # of beats B # of beats A
2 | M2 | 2 | naY | 2 | o
af= mgpla i}
=lppl gk =
o =hy o
W oy’ 7
Y e D3
¥ o R
iplaly 5130 b
i Ny 71
AN 25 pin
aly W a=F
Tn N2 i

.10

.1

12



R} A
Letter Practice ‘\r) \f/

Instructions: Complete the letter chart.

Name Sound Print Letter
shin “sh” m ' w p
s |,
- |
In 4
5.
wo| .
0 7
9 8
u 9
N 10

Vowel Practice
Instructions: Write each vowel sound on the line below.

A1 .10 9 8 4 .6 5 4 3 2 A
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“th” sound

This vowel is called “shva”.

Shva has two roles.

Part 1

Shva at the beginning of a word makes the “ih” sound and makes a beat.

Let's look at “shva at the beginning” of a word.

i~y

Part 2 appears on page 48.
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“th” sound

Reading Practice
Instructions: Read each line out loud. Practice reading the shva vowel at the beginning of a word.
Shva at the beginning of a word makes a beat.

2D ¥R %03
DIND D2 w7 DPD
N12Y D130 ohery 55mb

MY DNy Nk

5517 SHm mmoa

ey STy N2

r —s | N

38 Z 1 m Q T

oIl . ‘oll- >

. B ’@ oll = M g T
T

D28 NIND - 3TNE

.
—





